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Idahoans Face 40% Rate Hike from Proposed Nuclear  
Projects, Warns Snake River Alliance 

BOISE, Ida. – In response to the recent announcement that the State of Idaho is soliciting 
nuclear development proposals, the Snake River Alliance issued a stark warning about the 
profound risks to Idaho's ratepayers, water, and health. 

The Office of Energy and Mineral Resources and Governor Brad Little are seeking information 
from nuclear energy developers, a move the Alliance calls a dangerous and costly distraction 
from real energy solutions. 

“The nuclear fuel cycle—from uranium mining to radioactive waste storage—is a chain of 
pollution, exorbitant cost, health impacts, and irreversible damage to our most precious 
resource: water,” said Leigh Ford, executive director of the Snake River Alliance. “Nuclear 
power does not pencil out for Idaho ratepayers or water resources.”  

Ford directly challenged the Governor’s projection that energy demand will “increase by 30% 
in the near future.” 

“If that’s true, then nuclear is absolutely the wrong choice. It is too slow to meet that need. 
So-called ‘advanced’ reactors remain untested, unlicensed, and unbuilt. They’d create more 
radioactive waste and pose an inherent threat to Idaho’s security and public health for 
countless generations to come,” Ford stated. “The cost is too great. Idahoans could see their 
utility rates jump over 40% at a time when they are already struggling.” 

The Alliance points to the recent disaster in Georgia as a cautionary tale. The Vogtle nuclear 
reactor project led to a 41% increase in electric bills and record-breaking utility shutoffs for 
families across the state. 

The last commercial nuclear power project on Idaho soil failed due to skyrocketing costs. The 
project, advanced by Oregon-based NuScale and the Utah Associated Municipal Power 
Systems, was sold as a new nuclear renaissance and received over $1 billion dollars of federal 
subsidies in support. But when the project was plagued with red flags, including costs rising 
from initial estimates of $3 billion to $9.3 billion, the project was cancelled in 2024.  

“The only guarantees when it comes to nuclear power are high costs and a perpetual nuclear 
waste burden passed down to our children,” Ford added.     

The Snake River Alliance was founded in 1979 after citizens discovered the U.S. Department of 
Energy was injecting radioactive waste directly into the Snake River Aquifer—the sole-source 
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of drinking water for 300,000 Idahoans. For over four decades, the Alliance has fought to 
protect Idaho’s water and communities from nuclear threats. The Snake River Alliance 
nourishes and grows an intergenerational community of Idahoans reckoning with our 
radioactive past, present, and future. Learn more at snakeriveralliance.org. 
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