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BOISE, ID — In response to the announcement of a waiver of the 1995 Settlement Agreement

(which protects the Snake River Plain Aquifer and forbids the import of commercial nuclear
waste to Idaho), the Snake River Alliance (SRA) today issued a stark warning about
unresolved nuclear waste storage, the dangers of enriching uranium, and the risks posed by
transporting radioactive materials through Idaho communities. The group urges policymakers
to prioritize safer, cleaner, and more cost-effective renewable energy alternatives over

expanding nuclear power.

Key Concerns:

- No Permanent Nuclear Waste Solution: The U.S. lacks a permanent repository for existing
radioactive waste, let alone the more hazardous waste from proposed "advanced" reactors.
- HALEU Fuel Risks: High-assay low-enriched uranium (HALEU) increases proliferation
dangers, storage challenges, and accident risks.

- Transportation Threats: Recent train derailments in Pocatello—near the Idaho National Lab
(INL)—and across the nation highlight the dangers of moving nuclear waste through
communities, often without public knowledge.

- Skyrocketing Costs: Nuclear projects like Plant Vogtle have faced massive delays, cost
overruns, and ratepayers suffer soaring utility bills, disproving industry promises of
affordability.


https://www2.deq.idaho.gov/admin/LEIA/api/document/download/23388

- Renewables Outperform: Solar, wind, and storage are faster to deploy, cheaper, and don'’t

impose a radioactive legacy for future generations as with nuclear.

SRA’s Origins & Mission:

Founded in the late 1970s after Idahoans discovered the federal government was injecting
radioactive waste into the Snake River Aquifer—a sole-source aquifer providing water for
300,000 people—the SRA has long fought to protect the region from nuclear activities. Past
victories include the “Stop the Shipments” campaign, when activists stood vigil near the
tracks to raise awareness as shipments of waste entered Idaho. However, it was the
Shoshone and Bannock of Fort Hall who actually halted the waste on the tracks before the

‘95 Idaho Settlement Agreement was reached.

Response to Recent Government Actions:

The SRA criticized the DOE’s vague press release - with its plans to store radioactive waste at
reactor sites across 28 states - and raised concerns about Idaho’s role in testing waste
containers. "The governor’s press release offers no clarity on where waste will ultimately go
or how the Idaho Settlement Agreement is being honored," said Leigh Ford, SRA executive
director. "Meanwhile, the revolving door between the nuclear industry and the
government—Like former Oklo board member Chris Wright becoming U.S. Energy

Secretary—should raise serious conflict-of-interest questions."

The Bigger Picture:

"The INL is accepting over 15 metric tons of nuclear waste to see if we can create longer
lasting containers for 90,000 metric tons of waste that has piled up at reactor sites around
the country,” said Tim Andreae, SRA board member. “What does this tell us about the
industry? It tells us that that waste will likely be in some form of interim storage with
nowhere to go for a long time. It also suggests that this build up of waste presents a
significant enough problem that we are spending resources to devise new kinds of containers
for it. These new containers will hopefully buy us a little more time, but of course this is just
the beginning. That waste will be radioactive for thousands of years. In what half-baked

reality is this considered 'clean' or for that matter financially viable?"
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About Snake River Alliance:

The Snake River Alliance works to protect Idaho’s water, environment, and communities from nuclear
risks and promote sustainable energy solutions. Learn more at snakeriveralliance.org.



Note to Editors:
- For background on HALEU risks, INL's history, or renewable energy alternatives, refer to links or

contact Leigh Ford for more information.

- Images and interviews available upon request.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13p0lCSbHOJEGUi1ZUZeP6buowdR0jLdt/edit?tab=t.0
https://snakeriveralliance.org/idaho-national-laboratory/
https://sppga.ubc.ca/news/why-nuclear-energy-is-not-the-solution-to-the-climate-crisis/
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