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Press Release 
Snake River Alliance Hosts Sold-Out Premiere of "Half-Life of Memory" 
Documentary, Sparking Conversation on Nuclear Legacy 

Boise, ID – January 23, 2025 – The Snake River Alliance partnered with the Idaho Film 
Society to host the Idaho premiere of the thought-provoking documentary "Half-Life of 
Memory: America's Forgotten Atomic Bomb Factory" on January 22nd, Anniversary of 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The event drew a sold-out crowd, 
highlighting the enduring public interest in the history and consequences of nuclear 
weapons production. 

"This film has particular significance for Idahoans," said Beatrice Brailsford, the 
Alliance's retired nuclear program director. "Governor Andrus's fight against nuclear 
waste disposal in our state set a crucial precedent for communities living near nuclear 
facilities." 

"Half-Life of Memory," directed by Jeff Gipe, delves into the hidden story of the Rocky 
Flats Plant, a former nuclear weapons production facility located near Denver, 
Colorado. The film exposes industry and government cover ups, widespread 
environmental contamination, and the courageous activism that ultimately led to its 
closure. 

The screening was followed by a captivating panel discussion featuring director Jeff 
Gipe, FBI raid leader Jon Lipsky, lead activist organizer Chet Tchozewski, and longtime 
Snake River Alliance activist Liz Paul. Gipe, whose father worked at Rocky Flats, brings 
a personal touch to the film's exploration of the human cost of nuclear weapons 
development. Lipsky, a retired FBI agent, played a pivotal role in exposing the lies and 
environmental violations at Rocky Flats. Tchozewski, a prominent nuclear weapons 
abolitionist, was instrumental in the Rocky Flats Truth Force movement and occupation 
that demanded the plant's shutdown. Paul led a successful Don’t Waste Idaho 
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campaign with the Snake River Alliance that challenged and stopped 7000 cubic 
meters of plutonium contaminated waste from coming to Idaho in 2018. 

"Half-Life of Memory" offers a powerful reminder of the long-lasting environmental and 
social impacts of nuclear weapons production," said Leigh Ford, executive director at 
the Snake River Alliance. "We encourage everyone to learn more about our nuclear 
legacy." 

About the Snake River Alliance 

The Snake River Alliance has served as Idaho’s nuclear watchdog and clean energy 
champion since 1979.  

Contact: Leigh Ford, Executive Director, lford@snakeriveralliance.org (208) 297-3614 
(cell) 
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Left to right Jeff Gipe, Jon Lipsky, Chet Tchozewsky 
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Left to right Jon Lipsky, Chet Tchozewsky, Amy O’Brien (Alliance board vice president) 
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